Brigadier General Kevin W. Bradley is Assistant Adjutant General - - 
Air, New York National Guard. He is responsible for five flying wings 
and the Northeast Air Defense Sector. He is the primary advisor to - 
: The Adjutant General on all Air Guard matters. Additionally, General 
Bradley is dual-hatted as Air National Guard Assistant to the Chief, | 
Information Dominance and Chief Information Officer, United States 
Air Force, the Pentagon, Washington, District of Columbia. In this - 
capacity, he provides advice on the organization, employment, war 
fighter integration and emerging mission advocacy for Air National 
Guard matters relating to cyber mission areas. 

General Bradley received his Air Force commission through the 
Officer Training School program in 1984. After serving in the United 
States Air Force, General Bradley joined the New York Air National 
Guard in 1992 where he has commanded frontline combat units at the 
squadron, group and wing level. He has also served at Headquarters, 
United States Air Force. General Bradley is a command pilot with over 
3,700 hours in the T-37, T-38, F-16 and MQ-9 aircraft. He has flown 
combat missions in support of Operation Provide Comfort, Operation 
Northern Watch, Operation Southern Watch, Operation Noble Eagle, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. 


Senator Joseph Robach is the New York State Senate representative for 
the 56th Senatorial District. Before his election to the Senate, Robach 
served as an Assemblyman for 11 years filling the seat vacated by the 
unfortunate passing of his father, Roger Robach. A graduate of Aquinas 
Institute and the State University of New York College at Brockport, Senator 
Robach has been a lifelong resident of the Rochester area. Throughout his 
tenure, he has earned a reputation for being an accessible, community- 
oriented legislator and an outspoken advocate for a more timely budget 
process, 

Senator Robach has been recognized by many organizations, police 
departments, healthcare facilities, businesses and not-for-profits both locally 
and statewide for his outstanding record in the Legislature. During his 
tenure in the Senate, he has secured an unprecedented amount of 
resources for the Rochester area which has funded the expansion of the 
emergency departments for Highland and Park Ridge Hospitals and 
provided funding for hundreds of local charities and all the school districts in 
the 56th District. In addition, Senator Robach has secured funding to 
sponsor Greater Rochester Enterprise's mission to Israel to recruit Israeli 
businesses to relocate to the Rochester area which has resulted in the 
creation of jobs and business opportunities in our region. 

Senator Robach is married to Anna (Delano). The Robachs have three 
children: Lindsay, Rachel and Roger. They live in Greece. 


Armed Forces Day Luncheon Program 


Musical Prelude 
198th Army Band 


Sounding of Assembly 


Posting of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard 
MSG Bing Reaves, United States Army - Retired 


Singing of the National Anthem 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman - Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 


Invocation 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F, Searle, US Army - Retired 


POW/MIA Remembrance 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman - Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 
Or. Betty Perkins-Carpenter, Korean War Veterans 


Taps 
In Remembrance of our Fallen Men and Women 


Amazing Grace 
Les Carr of The Rochester Pipers 


Welcome 
Major General Norbert J, Rappl, United States Army — Retired 


Area Reserve Officers Training Corps 
RIT Air Force ROTC 

Lieutenant Colonel Erik J. Lagerquist 

United States Air Force 

Professor of Aerospace 

Honor Cadet - Cadet Andrew Nauss 


RIT Army ROTC 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward S. Whitaker 
United States Army 

Professor of Military Science 

Honor Cadet ~ Cadet Zachary Pfister 


SUNY at Brockport ROTC 
Lieutenant Colonel Rick Ryan 


United States Army 
Professor of Military Science 
Honor Cadet - Cadet Anna Blocho 


Greetings 
Honorable Maggie Brooks, County Executive, Monroe County 
Honorable Thomas Richards, Mayor, City of Rochester 


Cake Cutting Ceremony 
Brigadier General Kevin W. Bradley — 
Assistant Adjutant General - Air, New York National Guard 


~ Lunch being Served ~ 


Honorary Chair 
Senator Joseph Robach - New York Senator ~ 56"" Senate District 


Guest Speakers 
Brigadier General Kevin W. Bradley — 
Assistant Adjutant General - Air, New York National Guard 


Closing Remarks 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, United States Army — Retired 


Retiring of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard 


Benediction 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, US Army - Retired 


Singing of God Bless America 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman - Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 


Area Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps Units 
Wilson High Schoo! JROTC 

Lt. Colonel Ulises Miranda III 

United States Army (Retired) 

Senior Army Instructor 


Leadership Academy for Young Men at Charlotte JROTC 
MSG Edward Sauerwald 
United States Army - Character and Leadership Development. 


Heroes Home Advantage 


Cash Back or Credit and Discounts to Those 

That Serve When Buying or Selling a Home! 

‘Withitary. Acove Duty Veteran etived Reser wet, Hanonal Guard. 
Las Ealercement: Poice Ot, son Sua, State Toop 


County Snort, Border Patot Retired, FireOgblers. Active Relive, 
Volunteer Mealta Care Provesstonal and Firs Responders 


872-5122 Ss 


A special thanks to: 


For hosting the 
Armed Forces Day 
Luncheon 
committee 
WIVOUUS make great meals easy 
meetings 
For donating the incredible cake An Independent Senior Living Community 
Very special thanks to our table sponsors 
391st Regimental Officers Association Veterans Outreach Center 
Genesee Valley Chapter, Military Officers Korean War Veterans Association 
Association of America Veterans Network at Eastman Kodak Company 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20 Monroe Community College Association 
Ridge Webster VFW Post 9483 Patriot Guard Riders/Vets 
Rice Hallick VFW Post 5465 Perinton Memorial VFW #8495 


Our Inside Display Exhibitors 


Air Force Association #308 : 

Rochester School District School 36 : IN MEMorY OF ALL VETERANS IN ALL 
US Army Recruiters H 

Vateran's Outreach Canter : WARS, ALL OVER THE WORLD WHO 
Veterans Network of Kodak Employees ? FOUGHT FOR OUR FREEDOM WE ENJOY : 
Army Strong Community Center H H 
Honor Flight : TODAY 


Project New Hope 

Veterans Friendly Club 

Heroes Home Advantage 

Blue Star Mothers 

Monroe County Office for The Aging 
Civil Air Patrol 

Employer Support of The Guard & Reserves 
Military History Society of Rochester 
Vietnam Veterans of America Post 20 
Marine Corps Coordinating Council 
Veterans Memorial & Executive Council 
Danny Bames 


The Ladies Auxiliary of The Jewish War 
Veterans of David Kauffman Post #41 


Caringly 
Remembering 


Mario and Hank 


j Major General (Ret) Norbert J. Rapp 


Army Reserve Ambassador Betty Perkins-Carpenter, Ph.D. 
: New York Consultant, Author & Speaker 
bast Oakview Dnve Cell: (585) 301-856; 1780 Penfield Rd. * Penfield, NY 14526 i 


(685) 586-7548 + (585) 385-9581 Fax | 


Rochester NY 14617 Home; (585) 266-1154 
(809) 306-3137 * bpc@senior-fitness.cont 


Nirappi@aol com Office: (585) 266-8630 


Fax.(988).286-9326 


Armed Forces Day Committee Members 


Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman 


Anthony DeBellis Co-Chairman 
United States Army (Retired) 
American Legion 


Caroline Ader, Chief Finance Officer 


Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter 
Korean War Veterans 


Samuel Cooper, Jr. 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 


Joseph DiPaolo 
RCSD School Safety Office 


Peter Glennon 
New York Air National Guard 


Steven Grandusky 
United States Marine Corps 
Marine Corps Coordinating Council 
American Legion Post #603 - Cooper Marine 


Lee Kauffman 
Jewish War Veterans 


Colleen McCarthy 
United States Army 
Monroe Community College 


Joyce Medwin 
Advisor — Veterans Club 
Monroe Community College 


The Communicators 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd 
Wednesday of Each Month @ 
6:00 PM 

Bldg. 335 - Xerox Campus 
Webster, NY 

Website: http://club1990.freetoasthost.us/ 


In memory of 


Colonel Bruce 
Campbell 


Always a Soldier 


Woody Mench 
President - Honor Flight 
Frank Panezyszyn 
391st Regimental Officers Association 
William Robinson 
Provost Marshall Office 
Headquarters New York Guard 
Major General (R) Norbert J. Rapp! 
ESGR/US Army Reserve 
Ambassador/K WV - American Legion 
Bing Reaves 
Rochester Police Department (Retired) 
VFW - Buffalo Soldiers 
Tom Schoenwetter 
United States Army (Retired) 
Dr. Alfred Smith 
Air Force Association 
Bill Sauers 
United States Army (Retired) 
Dr. Pat Taricone 
Monroe Community College, (Retired) 


James R. Vogel 


Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 


Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 


American Legion Post #603 - Cooper Marine 


William E. Wean 


Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 


_ROA_ 


presents 


at 


September 13, 2013 


Golden Ponds Restaurant 
500 Long Pond Road 


Rochester NY 


6:00, til we're done 
Save the date! 


| Questions? ROA.chap40@gmail.com 


With Cape Ability Outrigger Ohana 


| 
Honor our Wounded Warriors Dinner, 


In Memory of 
Dr. Vincent Renzi, 
Captain, US Army, 


Renzi Family 


US Army Tech. 5" Class 
398" — Infantry Regiment 
100" Infantry Division 


KIA 10 January 1945 
France 


Awarded 

The Silver Star 

And The Purple Heart 
Ellis Medvin, Medic 


Forever Missed 
Proudly Remembered 
The Medwin Family 
Sandy, Carolyn, Joyce 


| ASA WARRIOR... 


WE SALUTE YOU | 


oe 


Col. Mario Fabi, United States Army, Retired 
Be “A , 


AS A FRIEND....... 


WE THANK YOU (iia Pe 
Mario Fabi, Co-founder & Past Chair, 


AFD Luncheon Committee 


Honor Flight, Inc. and affiliated hubs in the national Honor 
Flight Network are private, not-for-profit organizations 
created solely to honor America’s Veterans for their many 
sacrifices, 


Honor Flight first flew in May 2005 with six small planes flying 
twelve WWII veterans, departing from Springfield, Ohio. In 
2006, with a rapidly expanding waiting list, the program 
transitioned to commercial airline carriers to accommodate 
more veterans. That same year Honor Flight partnered with 
Honor Air in Hendersonville, North Carolina and Hero Flight 
in Provo, Utah to establish the national “Honor Flight 
Network” which has expanded aggressively to include cities 
across the nation. By 2007 official Network hubs had been 
established in 32 cities, to localize community commitment, 
operational planning, and fund-raising. 


Today there are more than 70 regional hubs. There are also 
8,000 veterans located beyond those hubs on a national 
registry who wait a full year to be called for their Honor Flight. 
Based on recent statistics, every day we lose more than 
more 1,200 WWII veterans across the country. 


The mission of Honor Flight is more than timely; it is 
urgent! Very importantly, due to generous private 
donors like you, our honored heroes travel absolutely 
free. 


At Honor Flight we are committed to providing these heroes 
with, quite literally, a safe and memorable trip of a lifetime. 


Thank you for joining us with your generous support! 
HONORING AMERICA’S VETERANS 


HISTORY 
SOCIETY 


OF ROCHESTER 
250 N. Goopman St. 
2ND FLOOR 
Rocuester, NY 14607 
585/730-4041 


ROGHESTERMILITARY.COM 


DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY 
OF THOSE FROM OUR COMMUNITY 


WHO HAVE SERVED THEIR COUNTRY. 


If you want to preserve the 
military heritage of a family 
member or loved one consider 


a donation to the Society. 
Chartered by the Board of Regents of the State of New York 
under Federal 501(c)3 guidelines 


SINCE 1973 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


VETERANS 


ae, 
—“——4 


OUTREACH CENTER Inc. 


* Serving Those Who Serve U.S. *® 


www.veteransoutreachcenter.org —- 459 South Avenue — Rochester, New York — 14620 — (585) 546-1091 


Founded locally in 1973 by returning Vietnam veterans, today’s Veterans Outreach Center remains anchored 
in our community and offers a comprehensive portfolio of supportive services designed to meet the needs of 
veterans and their families. Through the generosity of our community, all of these programs and services are 
provided free of charge. 

Mission 
An independent community-centered non-profit providing premier one-stop supportive services to veterans of 
the U.S. Armed Forces and their families. We serve by helping them to achieve their goals and realize their full 
potential. 

Vision 
Be the Nation's best provider of community-centered supportive services for veteran families. 


DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41 


JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE 
US.A VETERANS ORGANIZATION CHARTERED BY 


JWV OF THE U.S.A. IS THE OLDEST ACTIVE 


SUPPORTS THE ARMED FORCES CONGRESS. ESTABLISHED MARCH 10, 1896 


DAY COMMITTEE 
SR. VICE COMMANDER 
COMMANDER Edward Kazdan 
Sydney Cohen 
JR. VICE COMMANDER JUDGE ADVOCATE 
Leonard Stein Frank Kazdan 
QUARTERMASTER 
Lawrence Schulman 
ADJUTANT 
CHAPLAIN Morton Stein 


Frank Kazdan 


PR (T NEW HOPE on W. LONGFELLOW \“ 


“New HOPE...NEW LIFE” SCHOOL, NO. 36 


85 St. Jacob Street 
Rochester, New York 14621 


PDG Marv Hankinson 
New York Representative ~ Project New Hope 


P.O. Box 99, Hamlin, NY 14464-0099 
R: 585.964.5231 » C: 585.303.8519 Paul Montanarello Gladys Vasciannie 
Principal Vice Principal 


Www. projectnewhope.net 
marv.hankinson@gmail.com 
We, the Students of Henry Wadsworth 


Longfellow School #36, say Thank You to al 
Veterans for Their Service and Patriotism to 
the United States of America. 


Armed Forces Day 2013 


OUR NATION Is IN MOURNING. | We extend an invitation to all Veterans to 


| | attend and be thanked by Henry Wadsworth 
| A SOLDIER DIED Topay. Longfellow School 36 Students on Novembe: 


7, 2013 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm 


I CARE. 85 St. Jacob Street off Carter St. 


Phone 585-342-7270 


Marine Corps Coordinating Council of Greater Rochester 
Presents the 18th Annual Len Benedict Memorial 


LEATHERNECK 
% OPEN & 
Monday, 22 July 2013 
Greystone Golf Club * Walworth, NY 


For more information call Peter at 342-6031, email 


to mcccleatherneck eaol.com 
or visit our website at www.mcccrochester.org. 


Marines through several activities such as Peacetime, Wartime 
Support Team as well as The MCCC College Scholarship Fund. We alse and support the 
Annual Marine Birthday Ball. Taking care of our own by providing support for Marines and Marine 
Families is what we are about. Learn more at www.mceccrochester org, 


ROA Loe 
David J. KAUFFMAN Post #41 
presents 
American Spirit Awards Dinner JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF 
July 12, 2013 U.S.A. 
at 
Monroe Golf Club FOR 17 YEARS OF FAITHFUL 
Golf Avenue SUPPORT TO THE ARMED 
Pittsford 
Forces Day COMMITTEE 
6 PM til? 
Save the date 
: . -LEE KAUFFMAN 
Questions? roa.chap40@gmail.com 
PAST COMMANDER 


$ 50 per person Buffet 


TOO & SERV 


We are a vetcran-owned and operated business that prides 
itself on our excellent service. performed at a fair price. 
We only provide work you need and we will get you in 
and out in a reasonable time. We perform 9 full-service 
maintenance and repair on your car. van. light truck or 
SUV and we strive for your satisfACTION. Guaranteed! 


275 Miarketplace Drive 
Rochester, NY 14623 
S85-359-1500 
www .actiontowingandservice.com 


The Legacy Independent Senior Living Commi 


The Naval Officers Mess meets on 
the 1%t Wednesday of every month 
for lunch at the Rochester Yacht 
Club. 1130 cocktails, 1200 lunch. 
All ranks and all services and 
spouses are welcome to attend. 


Membership is not required. Cost of 


the lunch is $15/pp payable at the 
lunch. For reservations contact 


George Supple (gsup@aol.com) or 
at (585) 544-4988. 


MONTHLY MEETING AND SPEAKER 1° 
WEDNESDAY EVERY MONTH. 


Salute geeenbecs a our Acad Hopes 


Cooper Marine 
American Legion Post #603 


79 Seawatch Trail ~ Webster, NY 14580 


an all Marine Post ~ Semper Fidelis 


Remembering our Veterans 


A veteran is someone who, at one 
point in their life, wrote a blank 
check made payable to the United 
States of America fo an amount of 
up to and including my life. 


The 391st Regimental Officers’ Association 


Honors the Service and the Memory of 


Command Sergeant Major 
Henry Cudzilo 


iim aN 
WORLD WAR 
~ ery a 


Pearl Harbor Survivor 
Guadalcanal 


Honorary Regimental Sergeant Major 


A true gentleman and dedicated soldier, who performed for over 60 years in the service of his country, 
community, family, and friends, and who, by his model and his counsel, inspired and motivated many oth- 
ers to serve. We miss you, Hank, but know that you and Adele, along with Mario, Len, Marty, and others, 

are continuing to inspire us. Thank you for being our comrade and friend. 


25th Infantry Division ~391st Regiment 98th Division _ Pearl Harbor Survivors Association 
Armed Forces Day Luncheon Committee 98th Division Alumni/Military Retirees Luncheon 
Fort Drum Retiree Association Boy Scouts of America _ US Postal Service 


The 391st Regimental Officer’ Association 


Also Honors the Service and Memory of the Following 
Members of the Regiment and Family Who We Lost in the Last Year 


Adele Cudzilo Mario Fabi Marty Walker 
Len Benedict Edna Parmelee 


@dinirets 


Hans J, Farnung CEO/President 
930 Linden Ave. Office; (585) 248-3434 Ext 109 
P.O. Box 151 Fax: (585) 248-3973 
East Rochester, NY 14445-0151 Hans@Beikirchs.com 


www.beikirchs.com 


www.wnysport.com 


The Western NY Sportsman 
Show 


11:30 am Thursdays 
8:30 pm Saturdays 
8:30 pm Sundays 
1310AM & 1590AM 


Shooters' Committee On 
Political Education (SCOPE): 


Web site: http://SCOPEny.org 
PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 
Ken Mathison, Treasurer 
Phone: 585-967-1040 
E-mail; info@SCOPEny.org 


Lions Clubs International 
Rochester (NY) Downtown Host Club 


The world's largest service organization 
1.3 million members in 200+ countries 


Contact us for more information: 


RochesterLions@gmail.com 
+1-585-210-0528 

Twitter: @RochesterLions 
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/RochesterDHLC 


Childhood Vision Screenings * Educational Support * Community Service 


@Qyixirch’s 
Hunter Supply 


102 W. Main St. Office: (814) 326-4157 
P.O. Box 182 Sales@BelkirchsHuntersupply.com 
Knoxville, PA 16928 www BelkirchsHuntersupply.com 


www.2ndamendment.com 
The Second 


Amendment Show 
10;00 am Thursdays 


7:00 pm Saturdays 
7:00 pm Sundays 
1310AM & 1590AM 


Bill Robinson 
(585) 413-6340 


Ralph Esposito 
(585) 244-8832 


LaserMax (www.lasermax.com) 


3495 Winton Place, Bldg. B 
Rochester, NY 14623 


Military, Police, Security Lasers 


tel: 800.527.3703 (toll free) 
tel: 585.272.5420 (locally) 
fax: 585.272.5427 


Genesee Valley Chapter 
Rochester, New York 


Alfred E. Smith 


251 Navarre Rd. 


(585) 544-2839 


\ 


alfredsmith@mac.com 


http://www.afa.org/ 


Len was ‘Semper Fi’ Personified 


VEN FOR A U.S. MARINE it took some 
E moxie to have the email moniker: 
marine] @rochester.rr.com. Our Len 
Benedict carried it off comfortably for years. He 
really was Rochester's number one Marine, right 
up to last December 9th. when he passed away. 
We miss him terribly. 

Len had been the face of Greater Rochester's 
» Gi Marine Corps Coordinating 
Council since its inception 
Sometimes he was the whole 
§ Council himself, laboring away 
in some obscure corner of the 
f Reserve Center where they found 
¥ space for him. Len was the 
founding member of the Marine 
Corps Coordinating Council 
representing the American 

Legion’s Cooper Marine Post. 

One could have predicted Len would be 
exceptional in the Council, he had a truly 
remarkable career in the Corps. He came from a 
Marine Family, his uncle Robert J. Benedict was 
one of Rochester's World War I heroes. Len 
enlisted in the Corps during those darkest, first 
days of the Korean War. Len was a member of 
the wondrous cadré of “The Marines Who Never 
Went to Boot Camp.” The situation in Korea was 
so dire that many new Marines received a bare 
bones of training while “en route” to {imi 
Korea, many to the embattled Pusan Peri- 
meter. These exceptional Marines may 
have skipped boot camp but proved | —}yy| 
themselves Marines by being tested in| A*\ 
battle and passing the test with honors. 

While in Korea Len served in a weapons 
battalion where he was awarded the Bronze Star. 


After Korea Sgt. Benedict served as an 
electronics instructor at MCRD San Diego. Len 
was an exacting task master with his students. 
He wryly admitted to acquiring the nickname of 
Sergeant “Son-of-a-Bitch” 

Len’s golden contribution to Rochester 
Marines has been the Leatherneck Open Golf 
Outing. Last year’s was the 17th Annual with 
every year seeing improvements and greater 
success. The Leatherneck Open is a monumental 
undertaking and it has become the Council’s 
primary fund raiser. Much of what the Council 
has done for our Marines was because of Len’s 
unstinting efforts and hard work. The Golf Outing 
often had Len wearing multiple hats including 
salesman, administrator, promoter, etc. 

Len had a tough time during his last year, 
but he always fought back with his usual tenacity. 
Nothing could have kept him from the Marine 
Band Concert at the Eastman Theatre last year. 
At that point when the “President's Own” plays 
our Marine’s Hymn you might have noticed Len, 
somewhat beat up and battered but unbowed 
and proudly standing at attention ram rod straight 
for the Hymn. As it turned out it was kind of a 
final role call for our old friend. We don’t expect 
to see his likes again. Semper Fi, Len 


Len and his wife Caren 


>| celebrating Marine Corps 
Se Birthday a couple of years ago. 


The Marine Corps Coordinating Council helps Upstate Marines through several activities such as our Emergency 
Relief Fund, the Marine Peacetime/Wartime Support Team as well as The MCCC College Scholarship Fund. 
We also sponsor and support the Annual Marine Birthday Ball. Taking care of our own by providing support 
for Marines and Marine Families is what we are about. Learn more at www.mcccrochester.org 


Marine Corps Coordinating Council of Greater Rochester 


“Taking care of our own..." 


Armed Forces Day History 


On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of 
an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The 
single-day celebration stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one 
department -- the Department of Defense. Each of the military leagues and orders 
was asked to drop sponsorship of its specific service day in order to celebrate the 
newly announced Armed Forces Day. The Army, Navy and Air Force leagues 
adopted the newly formed day. The Marine Corps League declined to drop support 
for Marine Corps Day but supports Armed Forces Day, too. 


In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the 
work of the military services at home and across the seas" and said, "It is vital to the 
security of the nation and to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt 
from the Presidential Proclamation of Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: “Armed 
Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by 
America's defense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the 
goal of readiness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the 
unified forces of our land, sea, and air defense.” 


The theme of the first Armed Forces Day was "Teamed for Defense." It was chosen 
as a means of expressing the unification of all the military forces under a single 
department of the government. Although this was the theme for the day, there were 
several other purposes for holding Armed Forces Day. It was a type of "educational 
program for civilians," one in which there would be an increased awareness of the 
Armed Forces. It was designed to expand public understanding of what type of job is 
performed and the role of the military in civilian life. It was a day for the military to 
show "state-of-the-art" equipment to the civilian population they were protecting. It 
was a day to honor and acknowledge the people of the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 


According to a New York Times article published on May 17, 1952: "This is the day 
on which we have the welcome opportunity to pay special tribute to the men and 
women of the Armed Forces ... to all the individuals who are in the service of their 
country all over the world. Armed Forces Day won't be a matter of parades and 
receptions for a good many of them. They will all be in line of duty and some of 
them may give their lives in that duty." 


The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated by parades, open houses, receptions, and 
air shows. In Washington, D.C., 10,000 troops of all branches of the military, cadets, 
and veterans marched pass the President and his party. In Berlin, 1,000 U.S. troops 
paraded for the German citizens at Templehof Airfield. In New York City, an 
estimated 33,000 participants initiated Armed Forces Day “under an air cover of 250 
military planes of all types." In the harbors across the country were the famed 
mothballed "battlewagons" of World War II: the Missouri, the New Jersey, the North 
Carolina, and the Iowa, all open for public inspection. Precision flying teams 
dominated the skies as tracking radar was exhibited on the ground. All across the 
country, the American people joined together to honor the Armed Forces. 


